
VU Research Portal

The Delay of the Parousia and Gentile Inclusion in the Synoptic Parables

King, Z.J.

2017

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
King, Z. J. (2017). The Delay of the Parousia and Gentile Inclusion in the Synoptic Parables. [PhD-Thesis -
Research and graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/f93d133e-440e-4853-9578-5cc772800ad1


Summary of the Argument of This Study 

Modern biblical scholarship generally supposes that Jesus and the early church expected an 

imminent Parousia (e.g., Matt 10:23; Mark 9:1//Matt 16:28//Luke 9:27; Mark 13:30//Matt 

24:34//Luke 21:32; Mark 14:62//Matt 26:64; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Rom 13:11-12; and 1 Thess 5:1-3). 

Though not entirely unforeseen, the passage of time after Easter challenged early Christian hopes 

for an imminent Parousia and required the contemplation of a delay (e.g., Matt 25:5; Matt 

25:19//Luke 19:12, Luke 18:7; Luke 17:22; and 2 Pet 3:9). The early Christian tradition adapted 

several literary motifs to give the delay parenetic significance. However, three of these literary 

motifs, the images of growth, the absent master, and the wedding feast became especially 

relevant to the early Christian tradition as it came to grips with the challenges of the Parousia’s 

delay, the rejection of Jesus’ message by the Jewish leadership, and the relatively ambivalent 

view of contemporary Judaism to Gentile inclusion. For those disappointed by the Jewish 

rejection of Jesus and the ongoing passage of time after the Resurrection, the Parousia’s delay 

provided an impetus to seek the inclusion of Gentiles (Mark 13:10//Matt 24:14//Luke 21:24; 

Matt 28:16-20; Acts 1:8; 13:46; 2 Pet 3:9; and Rom 11:25-27) into the Christian community. The 

early Christian tradition employed the literary motifs of growth (as found in the parables of the 

Mustard Seed [Mark 4:30-34//Luke 13:18-19//Matt 13:31-32//Gos. Thom. 20], and the Weeds 

[Matt 13:24-30, 36-43//Gos. Thom. 57]), the wedding feast (as found in the parable Wedding 

Banquet/Feast [Matt 22:1-14//Luke 14:15-23//Gos. Thom. 64]), and the absent master (as found 

in the parable of the Talents/Minas [Matt 25:14-30//Luke 19:11-27]) to express the delay of the 

Parousia as an opportunity for Gentile inclusion into the Christian community.  

 


